Hot Toddy 2008

The Hot Toddy was the last chance for runners to compete in 2008 and run off the Turkey and Christmas puddings from the festive period. The cold conditions were braved by many with the prospect of a famous winter warmer waiting for all finishers over 18 at the end, a Hot Toddy. The atmosphere at the start was one of anticipation and the festive spirit was still in the air. The course starts and finishes in Todmorden town centre but you are taken out onto the rural country roads. The steep hill which sharply increases after a flat mile or so made me (as well as others I am sure) regret all that Christmas cake but I was pushed all the way up the hill by Carole Fryer. The course soon flattened out on top and there was brilliant support in these usually quiet places and the support was much appreciated by all 292 runners. A steep downhill sector was such a relief after the long climb and it gave everyone a chance to pick up the pace. After the downhill section we joined the main road back into Todmorden. It was a long mile and a half on the flat road and there were more locals cheering on the competitors at the finish. It was a wonderful course and it was graced by many Halifax Harriers. 

Ben Page had a stunning run and was the first harrier home in 9th place with a time of 32:11. Steven Bayton, another U18 was 20 seconds further back in 14th. Mark Crabtree wrapped up a successful year by finishing in 25th and the first M50 home. Andy Thorpe was two places further back hot on his heels. There was a real battle between Ryan Barker, Geoff Cumber and Mick Fryer who had 4 seconds between them in 34th, 35th and 36th respectively. John Greenwood had a good run in 37:56 in 63rd. Richard Corney just held off a fast approaching Dene Townsend by 7 seconds in 37:11 in 68th. 
Gareth Burrell finished in a time of 38:51 in 79th with Carole Fryer not far behind in 38:58 and the first F40 to finish. Linda Crabtree shaved 2 minutes off her time from last year with 40:44 in 106th. Richard Plunkett sneaked underneath 41 minutes in 110th. Holly Page and Craig Barrett fought hard to finish in 112th and 113th respectively. Dave Cooper came home in 41:36 in 120th. Heath Reilly completed the 5.8 mile course in 42:50 in 140th. Chris Burrell completed his first hot toddy in 44:11 in 160th. Geraldine Roby, Susan Corney, Clare Plunkett and Sandra Webb- Greenwood earned their Hot toddy 169th, 185th, 189th  and  220th respectively. Committee member Peter McCormick was in the festive spirit in his Santa’s hat and finishing in 247th.

Halifax Harriers were the star performers in Todmorden with the men’s and ladies teams winning the team events. The winning ladies team was made up of Carole Fryer, Linda Crabtree and Holly Page. The winning men’s team was made up of Ben Page, Steven Bayton, Mark Crabtree and Andy Thorpe. The celebrations for the anniversary have kicked off in style, keep it up!

It was a very successful and enjoyable end to 2008 and I wish the best of luck to every member of Halifax Harriers for 2009 and we look forward to our 125th anniversary. Happy New Year!

By Gareth Burrell

