The biggest turnout of Halifax Harriers in recent memory graced the initial meeting in the 2008 West Yorkshire Track & Field League last Sunday. The meeting took place at York on a dank, cold afternoon, but that didn’t affect the standard of performances as the athletes vied for points in this season-long competition. 

Four Under 11 boys were in action, and at one stage in the 600m it looked as though Joe Beadsley, Cameron Lake and Martin Howard would fill the first three places only for an athlete from Holmfirth to sweep through and deny them at the death. Joe and Cameron also figured prominently in the 75m, dead heating for fourth, whilst in the same race Sam Walker set a personal best of 13.3 secs. Cameron also managed a highly creditable fourth in his first ever shot putt competition with a best throw of 4-70.

Devan Dallas was the sole representative from Halifax in the Under 11 girls section, her best effort coming when just out of the points in the 600m.

There was strong representation from the Harriers in the girls Under 13 section, Hannah Walker and Scarlett Lake taking second and third respectively in the 70m hurdles, Scarlett’s effort being of particular merit given that it was her first attempt at the discipline. There were some sprinting stars of the future on show in the 80m, the Harriers’ Kate Wasyliw providing further proof that she’s one of the best of her age in the country by coming out top in 10.9 secs. Leah Shaw and Hannah also picked up points in this race, whilst Regan Smith was a highly creditable tenth and Ellie Sutcliffe-Veitch equal twelfth, the last two girls both making their competitive debuts for the Harriers. Kate also took maximum points in the long jump to end the day joint leader in the girl’s competition.

The 2007 Under 11 boys champion Dan Beadsley picked up where he left off last season by proving impossible to beat in the sprints, his time of 11.3 secs clearly good enough for maximum points in the Under 13’s 80m. He also managed fourth in the 70m hurdles, his lack of size and hurdling experience counting against him taking on older opposition. 

In the Under 15 section Kieran Royston was a gallant fourth in the 1500m, clocking 4m 57.1, whilst for the girls Natalie Wardle and Rebecca Sullivan both competed in the 100m in this age group.   

